
Recreation Services – Function 645 

Financial Assistance for 
Recreation Services Program 

Inter-agency Financial Assistance Program for Low Income CVRD Residents
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Background Information
o The CVRD currently provides the PLAY Program to CVRD residents that are in need of 

financial assistance for recreation services.  

o Low income residents can also currently access the RAC, TRIP and FAIR Programs if 

they live in those membered municipalities.  

o Registration processes for these programs have 

recently been streamlined.   

o Recreation staff from all of the municipalities have 

been working together to develop a more inclusive 

program.
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Proposed Program Changes
o One unified form for all the recreation departments with a new program name.

o Using the Statistics Canada Low Income Measure (LIM) to determine program eligibility 

vs the Low Income Cut-Off (LICO) rates to allow more individuals/families to access the 

program.

o Increasing the number of facility drop-in’s permitted for youth aged 18 and under to 52 

free admissions to drop-in programs at each 

organization regardless of which municipality they 

reside in. 

o Create a 1 year trial program to ensure it remains 

economically feasible.  
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Program Eligibility - LIM vs LICO 
Using the Statistics Canada Low Income Measure (LIM) to determine program eligibility vs the Low 

Income Cut-Off (LICO) rates to allow more individuals/families to access the program.
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# in Household 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & over
Income Under 
LICO
(current)

$21,687 $26,997 $33,190 $40,298 $45,705 $51,548 $57,392
Income Under 
LIM
(proposed)

$25,153 $35,572 $43,566 $50,306 $56,244 $61,612 $66,549



Focus on Youth
•This program would focus on increased access to services for youth aged 18 

and under.

•Residents would apply once and youth would receive a LEAP pass for each

municipality.  

•Youth would also be eligible for any additional                                                                

benefits from PLAY, TRIP or RAC programs                                                                      

depending on where they reside.  

•Keeping youth physically active and engaged in                                       the 

community was the #1 priority for this project.  
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Questions?
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Reference 1



PLAY Statistics 
PLAY Memberships by Year:

2019 – 745  

2020 – 511 

2021 – 170 year to date

PLAY Memberships by Age for 2019

Adults – 403

Child – 224

Teen – 51

Senior – 67

Total - 745

Reference 2

Registered PLAY Program Discounts by Year

2019 - $18,403.39 

2020 - $12,147.12 

2021 - $2,609.87 



Low Income Cut-Off Rates
2016 Low Income Cut-offs - Before Tax
Municipality Low Income
CVRD-A 790
CVRD-B 555
CVRD-C 575
Courtenay 3915
Comox 1165
Cumberland 445
Total 7445  

Reference 3

National Council of Welfare Estimates of Stats Canada 
Low-Income Cut-offs Rates 

# in 
Household

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & over

Income Under $21,687 $26,997 $33,190 $40,298 $45,705 $51,548 $57,392



Strategic Priorities
The following COVID-19 response and renewal framework for the CVRD services are supported: 

• Adapting to changing community priorities. 

• Maintaining core services at an affordable cost.

This project addresses the following CVRD Strategic key drivers: 

• Community Partnerships

• Fiscal Responsibility 

The following CVRD Recreation Commissions strategic priorities are also addressed:

• Strategic Goal 4 – Accessibility 

• Strategic Goal 2 – Partnership between Jurisdictions

Reference 4
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